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IN FOCUS

PAKISTAN

Cases Filed Against PPP Leadership
As part of the ongoing operation in Karachi against
violence, terrorism and corruption, a federal anticorruption court issued non-bailable warrants for the
arrest of Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) leaders, Yousuf
Raza Gilani and Makhdoom Amin Fahim, amongst
others. As the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA)
presented a charge sheet with 12 new cases against
the senior PPP leader and the former PM relating to
multi-billion rupee scandal in the Trade Development
Authority (TDAP), the total number of cases against
the two has come to 24.
Additionally, Dr Asim Hussain, a former federal minister and close aide to former president Asif Ali
Zardari, was also taken into custody.
Sindh Chief Minister Qaim Ali Shah and PPP Co-Chairman and former president Asif Ali Zardari
expressed their anger over action against their party members, as Shah termed it “the invasion of
Sindh”. Mr Zardari demanded that “politics of revenge” should be stopped immediately. Otherwise, he
warned, there could be “disastrous consequences”.

Ceasefire Violations and Failing Diplomacy between Pakistan and India
At least eight people were killed in villages along the Working Boundary in the bloodiest ceasefire
violations by India this year.
“Eight people have been killed due to ceasefire violation by Indian border forces, including a woman
and a child. Meanwhile, 47 were injured including 24 women and 11 children, 10 of whom are critical,”
a military spokesman said.
India has violated ceasefire 143 times over the past three months in which 24 people have been
killed so far. Previously, Security talks between India and Pakistan’s NSAs failed to take off, as bitter
disagreements emerged between the two states over
the agenda of meeting. India objected to National
Security Advisor Sartaj Aziz’s planned meeting with
Indian Kashmiri separatist leaders on the margins of
the official negotiations.
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is monitoring the
situation at the India-Pakistan border following the
recent upsurge in violence along the disputed border
and has urged restraint on part of both governments,
and to take all feasible steps to ensure the protection
of civilians.
Stratagem | September 2015
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PAKISTAN

Reconciliation with Baloch Militants
Around 400 Baloch militants laid down their weapons before authorities in Quetta during a ceremony to
celebrate Pakistan’s Independence Day. Militants from various banned Baloch organizations handed over
their weapons to officials at a ceremony held at Quetta’s Police Lines area. Home Minister Balochistan
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, and notable senior military and civilian officers were among those attending the
function.
Brahamdagh Bugti, the hardliner separatist
leader of the outlawed Baloch Republican
Party (BRP) also announced that he is willing
to negotiate with the government over the
Balochistan issue, according to an interview
given to BBC Urdu. When asked about
assistance from India, Bugti said he will not deny
it, as it is usual for people to ask for assistance
when they are defending themselves.
The government is also engaged in negotiations
with the Khan of Kalat, Mir Suleman Dawood,
as part of its reconciliation policy to find solution
to the violence in the province.

UK to Provide $121.6 Million
Grant to Partner up in CPEC
In a significant development, the United
Kingdom has become a partner in
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, and
has agreed to provide $121.6 million in
grant to fund the construction of BurhanHavelian Expressway.
The Asian Development Bank (ADB)
and the Department for International
Development (DFID) of the United Kingdom will co-finance the $327 million cost of the 59km-long
Hassanabdal-Havelian Expressway (E-35) project.
UK’s $121.6 million grant will lessen Pakistan’s debt obligations. It is for the first time that the UK will
fund any infrastructure sector project in Pakistan as so far its focus remained on social sectors. It is
also the first time that the UK is partnering with ADB for a project located in Pakistan.

Stratagem | September 2015
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European Union’s Refugee Crisis
European Union ministers are summoned to meet in
less than two weeks. Luxembourg, which holds the
rotating EU presidency, called interior ministers from
all 28 EU member states to a meeting on September
14 to seek urgent solutions to a migration crisis,
unprecedented in the bloc’s history. The president
was reported as saying: “The situation of migration
phenomena outside and inside the European Union
has recently taken unprecedented proportions.”
The number of refugees and migrants crossing the Mediterranean to reach Europe has surpassed
300,000 this year, up from 219,000 in the whole of 2014, according to the UN refugee agency UNHCR.

Japan Seeks to Increase Military Budget
The Japanese Ministry of Defense has asked for 5.09 trillion yen (£27bn) for the financial year starting
in April 2016, amid concern over Beijing’s construction of artificial bases in the South China Sea, and its
claims to the disputed Senkaku/Diaoyu island chain in the East China Sea. This would be the biggest
ever defense budget, if approved.
This request for budget increase demonstrates
a change in Japan’s security emphasis from
the northern border it shares with Russia to its
porous south.
Japan’s defense budget is still dwarfed by that
of China, where military spending rose by more
than 10% this year to £90bn.
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China’s Black Monday:
As Chinese stocks reached an eight-year
low during its so-called Black Monday on
August 24, the effects were felt in stock
markets throughout Asia and the rest of
the world.
The collapse in Chinese stocks was
fueled by mounting concerns about an
economic slowdown, but it has fed into
a wider sell-off in emerging markets.
Asian shares hit a three-year low, and
the recent sharp falls on Wall Street also
led to a rocky day there.

India and UAE’s Strategic Partnership
On 16th August 2015, Prime Minister Narendra Modi began a two-day visit to the UAE, the first state
visit by an Indian Prime Minister to the country in 34 years.
Both sides decided to significantly ramp up cooperation in a range of areas such as counter- terrorism,
defense and economy. The two countries decided to set up a $75 billion India-UAE Infrastructure
Investment Fund to support India’s plans for the rapid expansion of next-generation infrastructure in
railways, ports, roads, airports and industrial corridors and parks.
Foreign Minister of United Arab Emirates
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al-Nahyan
will arrive in India to participate in the
India-UAE Joint Commission Meeting on
Technical and Economical Cooperation to
be held on 2nd -3rd September.

Stratagem | September 2015
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Seek
Refuge
or Die
Trying

P

eople - trafficked,
searching for lost
homes, gasping for air,
trying to survive! Many
fail, like the baby who washed
up ashore at a Turkish beach
resort, or those unfortunate
seventy people who suffocated
to death in a truck in Austria,
among countless others who
go unreported. Horrific news,
pertaining to the refugees trying
to reach tEurope,has been
making headlines in the past few
weeks.
Mired by conflict, and in search
of peace, refugees from Syria,
Afghanistan,Burma,Africa
and other war-torn countries
constitute what is called the
“largest refugee crisis since the
Second World War”.
Stratagem | September 2015

The refugee versus migrant
debate has added a financial
tinge to the humanitarian
issue,where politicians and
international leadership is losing
sight over the matter at hand. A
‘refugee’ is essentially anyone
fleeing conflict and persecution
at their homeland. According to
the 1951 Refugee Convention,
a refugee can be defined as a
person who “owing to a wellfounded fear of being persecuted
for reasons of race,religion,
nationality,membership of a
particular social group or political
opinion, is outside the country of
his nationality, and is unable to,
or owing to such fear, is unwilling
to avail himself of the protection
of that country.” Those crossing
the Mediterranean this year, the
Syrians,Afghanis,Libyans,and
Eritreans are subject to mass

by Khoulah Afzal Qamar

violence and conflict in their
homelands. Using the term
‘migrant’ for such people who
move to another land for better
economic opportunities, is not
just undermining their struggle
but it also has legal implications.
Interchanging the former with
the latter is a hindrance to the
provision of security and safety
of those unsheltered at land and
sea because under international
law, refugees cannot be expelled
or sent back from their place of
asylum, unlike the migrants.
Amongst the European
states, Germany and Sweden
have proven to be the most
welcoming, as they together
received more than half of the
350,000 applications for asylum
from Syrian refugees in Europe.
Germany has pledged 30,000

9

places for Syrian refugees
through its humanitarian
admission programme, which is
nearly half of the global total of
resettlement and humanitarian
admission programme places
for Syrian refugees, and 82
per cent of the EU total. On the
other hand, Britain has accepted
just 216 Syrians.The number of
Syrian people to resettle in UK,
according to The Independent,
“could fit on a single London
underground train — with plenty
of seats to spare”.Italy and
Greece are trying to cope up
with the influx, while Macedonia
cried emergency. As pressure on
the European Union increased
to step up their efforts for solving
the crisis, European ministers
have called for an emergency
meeting to discuss the influx
and settlement of refugees on
September 14.
From the Muslim world, Turkey
is the largest refugee hosting
country for the Syrians, providing
land and shelter to more than 1.6
million Syrians. The hardly stable
Muslim nations of Lebanon,
Jordan, and Iraq are also hosts
to the refugees,according to

Amnesty International. The latest
UNHRCP figures state that there
are 1,113,941 Syrian refugees
in Lebanon, 629,245 in Jordan,
250, 408 in Iraq, 132,375 in
Egypt, and 1,938,999 in Turkey.
In addition, some 24,000 Syrian
refugees are registered in other
countries in North Africa. Even
though the Gulf countries have
provided funds to and assisted
in resettlement programs taking
place in the host-countries, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait
and the United Arab Emirates
offered “zero resettlement
places” to the Syrians despite
the geographical proximity.
Despite UNHCR’s urgent call for
funds for the Regional Refugee
and Resilience Plan for Syrian
refugees, the programme
remains largely under-funded,
with only 33% of the target
amount reached. Enabling a
few refugees who are fortunate
enough to cross into Europe
or elsewhere is a half-hearted
attempt at finding a solution to
this misery, to say the least. As
conflict escalates in most parts
of the world, and is supported
by those in power, people will
continue to leave their homes
and their ways of life to find
new sanctuaries, ironically,
among those who are complicit
in fueling the fires at home.

Khoulah Afzal Qamar
studies Journalism and
Mass Communications from
the University of Karachi.
She is a Junior Research
Fellow at the Stratagem.
Khoulah has extensively
researched and written on
extremism and conflict. She
also focuses on Kashmir
and Palestine disputes.
She can be reached at
khoula.q@stratagem.pk
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A Peek at the
International
Refugee Crisis
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The Stateless
Rohingyas
The Rohingya Muslims of Rakhine
state of western Myanmar
are an ethnically persecuted
community, who has been
systematically denied basic rights
and citizenship by the Myanmar
authorities. As conflicts erupted
in 2012 in Myanmar targeting the
Rohingyas, according to a rough
estimate, more than 140,000
of the 800,000 to 1.1 million
Rohingya were forced to seek
refuge in displacement camps.
Further violence and persecution
forced them to flee these camps
as well.
In the first quarter of this year, at
least 25000 Rohingyas boarded
smuggler boats to escape
persecution. The destinations
of these rickety boats were
Bangladesh, Malaysia, Thailand
and Indonesia. More than
3,500 migrants arrived on Thai,
Malaysian and Indonesian soil
in May this year, while 7,000 to
8,000 migrants were left stranded
at sea, abandoned by traffickers,
and ignored by neighboring
states. Later, Malaysia and
Indonesia agreed to provide
temporary shelter to the migrants.
Bangladesh is home to the largest
chunk of Rohingya migrant
population, providing refuge to
32,000 migrants in two camps in
the south-eastern district of Cox’s
Bazaar.

Syrian War
Refugees
Since the outbreak of civil war in
Syria in March 2011, an estimated
4 million Syrians have fled home
in search of peace and shelter
in other countries, while at least
7.6 million Syrians are internally
displaced till date. According to
UNHCR, 2.1 million Syrians have
been registered as refugees in
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and Lebanon.
A total of 1.9 million Syrians were
registered by the Government of
Turkey, which is now the largest
refugee-hosting country in the
world. More than 24,000 Syrian
refugees have been registered in
North Africa.
A large number of Syrian refugees
also sought to seek shelter in
Europe, during the first half of
2015, as UNHCP received a total
of 313,000 applications for shelter
across Europe in August this year.
Given the complex nature of
the conflict at home, the Syrian
refugees have little hope of
returning to their native land in
the near foreseeable future.

11

The Reversal of
Iraqi Refugees
The past few decades have seen
conflict and wars in Iraq. With the
Iran-Iraq conflict, the Gulf War
and the American invasion of Iraq,
millions have been forced away
from home to seek shelter in other
countries.
The recent civil crisis in Syria has
forced Iraqi war refugees of the
American invasion in 2003 who
sought shelter in Syria to return
home, joining the ranks of about
a million of IDPs who were forced
to leave their homes due to the
advances of the ISIS.
The constantly changing security
conditions and emerging conflict
within Iraq has given rise to a
secondary movement of internally
displaced persons within central
Iraq and Kurdistan Region of Iraq
(KR-I). In the face of the ISIS
advances, nearly 3 million people
have been internally displaced
since the start of 2014, in addition
to the 1 million displaced earlier.
Moreover, at least 180,000
Iraqis have sought refuge in
other countries according to the
UNHCR.

Stratagem | September 2015
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The Displaced
People in Pakistan:

Eritreans fleeing
Tyranny

War-torn Yemen:

Military operations in FATA,
Khyber Pukhtunkhwa, and the
agencies in Waziristan, targeted
to eradicate terror from those
areas, have caused hundreds of
thousands of residents to displace
internally. In August 2014, there
were 714,548 registered internally
displaced people (IDPs) in need
of humanitarian assistance. Since
2009, about 500,000 people fled
South Waziristan. Operation Zarb
e Azb in the North Waziristan
agency has further displaced
approximately 500,000 people.

Eritrea is counted among the
most repressed countries in the
world today. According to a recent
UN inquiry, the ruler of this East
African country President Isaias
Afewerki is operating a system
of “pervasive state control”.
Eritreans who have managed to
escape their homeland said that
the entire country is run like a
massive prison, where arbitrary
detentions, movement control,
torture and spying through a
network of so-called ‘mosquitoes’
is the norm.

Yemen is the sole country in the
Arabian Peninsula to sign the
1951 Refugee Convention and
its 1967 Protocol. It provided
asylum to Somalis, Syrians and
Ethiopians, and remains a transit
country of mixed migration flows.

Under the IDPs repatriation
programme, 16, 800 families
from South Waziristan have
been sent back home so far.
The twelfth phase of repatriation
has begun, on which more than
12,000 families will return home
by October this year.

UNHCR has reported that nearly
37,000 Eritreans have applied
for asylum in European countries
since 2014. As of December
2014, the total Eritrean refugee
population stands at 363,077
people

The Somali refugees in Yemen,
which constitute 95% of the
total Yemeni refugee population,
are trying to return home now.
28,000 people arrived in Somalia
from Yemen, including Yemeni
refugees and Somali returnees.
At least 21,726 people arrived
in Djibouti as of the end of July,
while 5000 Yemenis crossed the
Gulf of Aden to reach Somaliland.

Increased conflicts in the north of
Yemen in 2014 caused 334,000
Yemenis to displace internally.
Since the Saudi-led war against
the Houthi rebels in Yemen began
in March, almost 100,000 people
fled to seek asylum elsewhere.

In Ethiopia 3,210 people have
arrived from Yemen since March
including 2,500 Somalis and 706
Yemenis.
Some 1.2 million internally
displaced
people
and
approximately 250,000 refugees
continue to need assistance in
extremely challenging conditions
with severely restricted access.
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Ukraine’s Conflict
and Refugees
As June 2015 marked one
year since the turmoil started
in Ukraine, more than 900,000
people have fled the country, as
increasing conflict made the areas
uninhabitable. As per the UN
statistics, 1.2 million Ukrainians
fled their homes to seek shelter
elsewhere in the country. Almost
51% of the total internally
displaced persons sought refuge
in Luhansk and Donetsk regions.
At least 659,143 Ukrainians
claimed asylum in Russia, while
81,100 asked for permission to
stay in Belarus. These numbers
exclude those who chose to cross
borders without prior permission
from authorities.

Somalis Return
Home
Somalia has been subject to years
of violence, conflict and draught,
causing multiple displacements
over the years. The government
installed in 2012 has little control
over the area, as the fear of terror
network of Al Shabab and other
warlords grips the nation.
Although the famine has subsided,
and relative stability has been
established, the UN states that
at least 870,000 people from
Somalia need humanitarian
assistance. Cities given up by
Al-Shabab are slowly coming
back to life, such as Mogadishu,
providing shelter to 369,000 IDPs.
Nevertheless, Somalia remains
the second-largest source of
refugees in the world. According
to UNHCR figures, the current
registered Somali refugee
population is approximately
966,886 persons, with the largest
numbers in Kenya (420,999),
Ethiopia (247,934) and Yemen
(246,648).

13

Instability in
Central African
Republic (CAR):
The Central African Republic
has had a history of coups,
rebellion and conflict, resulting
in a grave economic crisis. The
current refugee crisis from CAR
has emerged due to a myriad
of political disputes, followed by
instability and violence since the
past two years.
In early 2014, more than 930,000
people were displaced by the
conflict, resulting in further
segmentation of CAR society
along ethno-religious lines.
Additionally, more than 190,000
Central Africans have fled to
Cameron, Congo, Chad and DRC
to escape war since December
of 2013.

With increasing chances of
stability in Somalia, refugees and
IDPs are slowly returning to their
areas of origin.

Stratagem | September 2015
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Floods in Pakistan:

Wrath of Nature
or Man-Made
Calamity?
by Dr. Syeda Benish Ali

I

t was the third consecutive day that
an old lady had taken refuge on the
rooftop of her house, in a village
of Muzaffargarh, along with her
daughter-in-law and three grandchildren.
Their house nearly being submerged in
flood water and livestock drowned, they had
to flee to the rooftop to save their own lives.
Having consumed their meager food supplies
and drinkable water, they were waiting for a
rescue. They had encountered a very furious,
unprecedented flood this year!
This seems to be the story of countless
households in areas that are prone to get
flooded every year. These floods are caused
due to several reasons; heavy rains, river
overflows, strong winds and tides in coastal
areas, dam breakage or ice-melting among
others. Floods are classified into different
types; however, current discussion will focus
on two types, which more commonly occur in
Pakistan, i.e. flash floods and riverine floods.
Flash flood is a rapid surge of high water
flow, developing within hours of a causative

According to World Resources Institute,
on average, inlandtmanagement and
rescue operations that are carried out, pose
an additional economic burden on the
government.

phenomenon, typically occurring in hilly and
mountainous areas. They are swift, torrential
and devastating, leaving little or no time
for evacuation. Much of the destruction is
primarily caused by their high torrent and the
amount of debris they carry. Heavy rainfall,
dam break or ice-melting are their main cause.
They are often encountered unexpected,
and cause a sudden destruction to houses,
roads and bridges while also taking human
and animal lives. Flash floods typically last
for a short duration.
Riverine floods are an overflow of water from
natural or artificial stream banks causing
inundation of low-lying areas. The nature
and impact of riverine flooding varies by their
Stratagem | September 2015

BIOSPHERE

15

terrain, cause, duration, water flow and depth. In hilly
areas they may result into a flash flood due to great
velocity of water flow and develop and recede quickly.
The inland floods move slowly and last for several
weeks. They are the most common perception of the
flood phenomenon.

Flood Plains
Flood plains are low-lying fields prone to inundation.
They are adjacent to a stream. Flood plains can be
narrow and confined channels as in hilly areas or
flat and wide as in most inland areas. Narrow flood
plains experience deep floods, which quickly develop
and recede, while flat flood plains are subject to
slow-moving and shallow floods and may remain
inundated for several weeks.

Damage Caused by Floods
Floods cause a lot of damages and the intensity of
damage depends upon the type of flood, terrain,
socio-economic set-up, land-use and population
density. Flash floods usually cause a sudden and
heavy destruction of structures while slow-moving
inland floods fill the houses and other structures for
a longer period of time causing total ruining of interior
and collapse of weak structures. Flash floods come
as a surprise, and are therefore more dangerous. In

In the last few decades, climate change
has emerged as an important driving force
behind floods in Pakistan, primarily by
affecting glacier-melting, and by interfering in
summer monsoon patterns.
shallow floods, infections, malnutrition and snakebites
account for most casualties and ailments.
Flash floods cause immense damage to infrastructure.
Transport infrastructures and telecommunication
systems are destroyed making it more difficult to
extend relief efforts or to provide emergency health
care. Water supply and electricity are also usually
disrupted.
Floods cause a loss to property, livestock and crop
harvest, bringing economic hardships. Many families
are left homeless. Country’s GDP is also affected.
According to World Resources Institute, on average,
inland floods cost an estimated loss of 1% of total
GDP per year in Pakistan. Disaster management
and rescue operations that are carried out, pose
an additional economic burden on the government.
Repair or remodeling of the damaged flood protection
infrastructures also requires substantial monetary
expenditures.

Benefits of Floods
It may come as a surprise to the common reader that
apart from their notoriety, floods are an important
resource for many communities and freshwater
ecosystems. Floods nourish riverine forests which
are home to important wildlife species, such as hog
dear. Flood waters also provide spawning sites
for several fish species. Additionally, flood waters
recharge groundwater aquifers and add nutrients to
soils improving fertility. Floods also feed wetlands
which provide an important habitat for many resident
Stratagem | September 2015
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the history of Pakistan.

According to a ClimateWire investigation,
flash floods that devastated the Northern
Areas of Pakistan in 2010 were a result of
northwesterly shift of monsoon.
and migratory waterfowl species in addition to several
aquatic species.

Causes of Floods in Pakistan
Pakistan is subject to periodic flooding of rivers.
Glacier-melting, monsoon rains, deforestation in
watershed, and siltation are among the principal
divers of riverine floods in Pakistan. In the last
few decades, climate change has emerged as an
important driving force behind floods in Pakistan,
primarily by affecting glacier-melting, and by
interfering in summer monsoon patterns.
Glacier-Melting: Himalayan glacier-melting has
always been a great source of feeding water into the
Indus River system, the lifeline of Pakistan. However,
with ongoing climate change, the rate of glaciermelting has exacerbated to the levels of concern.
On one hand, we are losing a vital resource, and on
the other hand, excessive volume of melt-out water
contributes to flooding almost every year.
Monsoon Rains: Summer monsoon rains lasting
from June to September are the annual raining
season of Pakistan. Water carried by monsoon rains
feeds rivers and irrigates croplands. Monsoon rains
have become erratic as a consequence of climate
change, adding to the odds of flooding in rivers
already swollen by glacial melt-out water. According
to a ClimateWire investigation, flash floods that
devastated the Northern Areas of Pakistan in 2010
were a result of northwesterly shift of monsoon. The
volume of water and debris sent downstream by
these flash floods, coupled with heavy monsoon in
Punjab and Sindh, resulted into the worst floods in

Stratagem | September 2015

Deforestation in Watershed: Apart from natural
causes, a major man-made cause is massive
deforestation in watersheds. At the time of birth,
Pakistan had 33% of its land covered by forests
which has now shrunk to a mere 3-4%. Other than
local people, a well-organized “timber mafia” under
the shadow support of politicians and forest officers
involved in malpractice, is the main culprit behind the
loss of essential forest cover. Forests or vegetation
help protect against floods, both by reducing soil
erosion, and by decreasing the amount of runoff
water directed towards waterways.
Siltation: Siltation, another main contributor to
riverine flooding, refers to the introduction and
deposition of sediments (suspended particles) into a
water body. These particles settle to the stream bed,

At the time of birth, Pakistan had 33% of
its land covered by forests which has now
shrunk to a mere 3-4%.
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and bridges as well.

Despite regular flooding, risk monitoring is
not up to the mark. Flood warnings are often
issued at the 11th hour. The response of
people is also surprisingly slow.
and reduce its water-holding capacity, causing them
to sprawl outside their banks even on a mild increase
in the volume of water. Sediments also fill up water
storage reservoirs resulting in a reduction of their
water-storage capacity. Tarbela dam has lost 26%
of its storage capacity and the rest of the dams have
lost an average 23% because of siltation, thereby
compounding flood risks. Deforestation in watershed
is the direct cause of increased downstream siltation
in rivers and filling up of reservoirs. Massive hill
torrents from bare soils carry a huge amount of
sediments into water bodies.

How it Turns into a Disaster?
While various natural and man-made forces are
contributing to floods, the scale of disaster is
intensified by many other factors of utmost concern:
Alterations in flood plains: There are vast inland
flood plains in the Punjab and Sindh provinces
capable of absorbing floods, and dissipating their
intensity. However, since waters of Indus River
system have receded in recent decades, the problem
of encroachments has intensified. There is a network
of land grabbers under the supervision of influential
politicians and landlords which brings flood plains
under illegal occupation. Thousands of people
use flood plains for agriculture and/or housing. As
a consequence, the scale of disaster raises many
folds; often the loudest cries are from these illegal
occupants. Moreover, alterations in flood plains
change the natural course of flood water causing
more destruction. In Sindh province, flood plains
have been most severely altered. There are illegal
occupants and permanent structures such as roads

Encroachments can also be seen in hilly areas where
people have built structures alongside river banks.
Bridges have not been constructed according to
environmental standards. Resultantly, flash floods
carry away these structures and bridges, raising the
disaster score.
Ecological Degradation: Like other forests, riverine
forests of Pakistan have also been chopped down
indiscriminately at an approximate rate of 5,683
acres per year. Riverine forests stabilize river banks,
prevent soil erosion, and break the flow of flood
water. Clearance of riverine forests by locals and
timber mafia has exposed important wildlife species
to serious conservation threats as well as augmented
the rage of flood waters.
Levee Breaches: Levees are embankments made
to protect stream overflow. At high flood risk, levees
are breached at controlled places to protect important
installations and major cities etc. However, sometimes
levee breaching is done at an inappropriate place to
save the property or croplands of some influential
people. Levee breaching diverts an enormous
volume of water to an area often with very little or
no warning time, causing colossal losses to lives,
croplands, livestock and properties.
Trans-Boundary Water Terrorism: Taking advantage
of being the upper riparian state, India has developed
several dams and reservoirs to enhance its capability

Engineering solutions alone are not a
viable approach towards riverine flood
management. We should take a lesson from
the Yangtze River Basin of China where
they have adopted ecological procedures to
manage floods.
Stratagem | September 2015
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to divert flood surges to Pakistan. Sudden release
of torrential water with no prior warning causes
catastrophes in our country. Construction of these
water-manipulating structures and controlled release
of flood waters is a sheer violation of the Indus Water
Treaty. Pakistan pays a very heavy price of this transboundary water terrorism by the neighboring state.
Management Failure: Management failures also
contribute to a great deal in intensifying flood
damages. First one to mention is the flood warning
system. Despite regular flooding, risk monitoring is
not up to the mark. Flood warnings are often issued
at the 11th hour. The response of people is also
surprisingly slow. They do not evacuate the place
unless water knocks at their door. No efforts are done
to educate communities inhabiting flood-prone areas
about flood risk and emergency rescue.
The National Disaster Management Authority seems
to awaken only after a disaster has wreaked all the
havoc. There are delays in short-term as well as
long-term rescue and rehabilitation operations. Timeconsuming bureaucratic procedures are an additional
hurdle in the approval and implementation of flood
protection and relief action schemes. Moreover, the
attention towards the maintenance, up-gradation,
and engineering standards of levees is lax.
However, in addition to management failures,
local communities also create problems in rescue
operations. Several opportunist non-affected families
also gather in rescue camps to collect aid, and as
a result only a little amount of aid reaches to the
real victims. It also breaches the confidence of nongovernmental aid-providing organizations.
In short, the afore-mentioned man-made factors have
made Pakistan more vulnerable to flood damages,
making it more a case of criminal neglect rather than
a natural phenomenon.

Preventing Disaster
According to World Resources Institute, Pakistan is
among the top 15 countries exposed to the risk of
river floods; climate change is expected to further
expand flood-prone areas. Around 715,000 people
are affected by floods in Pakistan every year and
the number is expected to rise to 2.7 million people
by 2030. Realization of the challenge is the first
step towards mitigation. It should be accepted that
flooding is a regular feature of Pakistan’s hydrology
and it holds important ecological and socio-economic
roles. However, it is becoming more intense due to
natural and man-made factors. Therefore, we should
learn to adapt ourselves to the changing dynamics
of riverine flooding.
Engineering solutions alone are not a viable approach
towards riverine flood management. We should take
Stratagem | September 2015

Pakistan is among the topmost vulnerable
countries in the changing global climate,
yet unfortunately, the ecological and climate
change issues stand at the bottom of our
priorities.
a lesson from the Yangtze River Basin of China where
they have adopted ecological procedures to manage
floods. We can replicate ecologically viable methods
based on the principle of working with nature rather
than fighting it. This must include:
1. Restoration of forests in catchment and riverine
areas, which would also bring a substantial reduction
in the costs associated with canal de-siltation
schemes.
2. Restoration of flood plains. It is high time to
reclaim our flood plains before the damage becomes
irreversible.
3. Construction of flood dams and temporary water
reservoirs that are helpful in reducing the intensity
and magnitude of flood.
4. Improvements in flood monitoring and warning
system to save precious lives and livelihoods.
5. Restoration of wetlands and flood water
management. Ramsar Advisory Mission, working
under Ramsar International Convention on Wetlands,
visited Pakistan upon an invitation by Climate Change
ministry in 2012, and gave important suggestions
regarding a wise use of flood waters and restoration
of wetlands. Adoption of those suggestions would
also provide cost-effective mitigating solutions.
Pakistan is among the topmost vulnerable countries
in the changing global climate, yet unfortunately,
the ecological and climate change issues stand at
the bottom of our priorities. Our hydrological system
oscillates between droughts and floods, which are
only getting worse. We need to evolve our capabilities
to cope with both extremes before we find ourselves
in deep waters.

Dr. Syeda Benish Ali is an winner. She leads the ‘Biosphere’
section of Stratagem. She can be
reached dr.benish@stratagem.pk
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EVOLUTION
TERRORISM

by Salman Javed

OF

Post-Modern and Pre-Modern

W

alter Laqueur in his
article “Postmodern
Terrorism”, published
in 1996 in the Foreign
Affairs Journal, said:
“Society has also become
vulnerable to a new kind of
terrorism, in which the destructive
power of both the individual
terrorist and terrorism as a tactic
are infinitely greater.”
Terrorism is evolving, and that
is a proven fact of our lives now.
Although the basic idea remains
the same, which is to incept
“fear” in the hearts and minds

PART 2

of the victim, terrorism, however
has evolved on tactical grounds
immensely. The more the world
is moving towards clashes and
conflicts instead of sustainable
peace, the more this strategy of
terrorism is used by state and nonstate actors.
As militaries learn from other
militaries, and study strategies
and tactics of historical as well
as contemporary organizations
and their counterparts, similarly,
terrorists evolve in their strategic
and tactical thought processes.

DIAGNOSIS

Terrorism is evolving,
and that is a proven
fact of our lives now.
Although the basic idea
remains the same, which
is to incept fear” in the
hearts and minds of the
victim, terrorism, however
has evolved on tactical
grounds immensely.

Paul J. Smith in his book
“Terrorism Ahead” explained how
these state and non-state actors
acquire knowledge in two different
ways. They are:
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The most important
similarity between
these groups was that
despite targeted and
general killings, they
were focused on one
thing: “symbolic targets
and their assassination”.
Through this tactic they
were able to amplify
the impact of their
agenda in society.

one thing: “symbolic targets and
their assassination”. Through this
tactic they were able to amplify the
impact of their agenda in society.

• Vertically - through the study
of historical narratives and
evidences, and
• Horizontally - by studying
the tactics and strategies of
contemporaneous organizations
and networks.
The transfer of knowledge, both
ideological and operational is the
key to evolution of terrorism. The
scholars who have closely studied
the methodology and tactics of
terrorists and terror networks
are of the view that the ‘design’
used by such organizations or
individual, be it Islamic or nonIslamic is similar in pattern. Hence,
the operational tactics are more or
less similar, but main difference
is in the ideological aspects of
the organization, institution or
individual.
Organizations or individuals
with similar ideologies learn and
evolve themselves according to
contemporary circumstances.
Ethno nationalists may learn
tactics of developing their skills
from religious zealots and vice
versa, but the lethality becomes
exponential when the knowledge is
coming from the same ideological
order; horizontal or vertical order
becomes irrelevant in such a case.

History of Evolution
Pre - Modern: ‘Sicarii’, Zealots
or ‘Assassins’ (Hasheeshain) are
three classical examples from
history. Sicarii are considered
as the first century terrorist
organization - the oldest one. It
was a focused group of people,
who attacked their fellow Jews to
affect the policies of the ruling elite,
i.e., the Romans. The Romans
used to wield their power through
their partisan elite class of Jews.
On the other hand, Zealots, who
emerged in 66 CE, were more
focused on attacking the Romans
directly. The Zealots used to
poison the wells and sabotage the
water supply of Jerusalem. This is
also the first ever use of chemical
warfare in recorded history.
Hasheeshain or “Assassins” are a
classical example of mercenaries
who spread terror, first as an
organized group, and later as
paid mercenaries used by different
people against the then Muslim
rulers, particularly, Sultan Salahud-Deen and Noor-ud-Deen
Zhangi.
The most important similarity
between these groups was that
despite targeted and general
killings, they were focused on
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Post - Modern: Similar examples
can be taken in the post-modern
era. Velupillai Prabhakaran of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(the LTTE or the Tamil Tigers),
evolved his tactics and strategy by
studying other pressure groups in
the world. The LTTE started Black
Tiger (suicide attacks), as one of
their major tactic to achieve the
goal of Tamil Eelam (the Tamil
homeland). By the late 1990s,
the LTTE managed to carry out
160 suicide attacks, and was
roughly responsible for two-third
of all suicide bombings around the
world, hence recognized as one
of the most deadly organization in
the world.
Anarchists in Western Europe,
US and Latin America also have
a history of terrorist activities. The
IRA (the Irish Republic army), ETA
(Eukadi ta Askatasuna – Basque
Homeland and Liberty) in Spain
and Partiya Karkeren Kurdistan
(Kurdish Workers Party or PKK)
in Turkey are classic examples of
ethno nationalist movements of
terrorism.
On the other hand, Magdi
Mahmoud - the biochemist
professor who is believed to be the
main culprit in London bombings,
Timothy McVeigh - the Oklahoma
City bomber or Budford Furrow

DIAGNOSIS
who attacked the Jewish daycare center in Los Angeles, are
examples of different individuals
with different goals, aims, targets
and ideologies, but with similar
designs and patterns to carry out
their activities.
The so called Islamist organizations,
like the Egyptian Islamic Jihad
(EIJ), Al Qaeda and the TTP, also
emerged in the postmodern era.
While scholars and strategists
garnered the similarities between
patterns of knowledge transfer
and operational designs, they
completely lost focus on the
exponential lethality that these
different, yet closely entangled,
and integrated organizations
and individuals have due to the
compounded knowledge that
they share with each other in
order to facilitate and achieve
their “common goal”. Pakistan, in
particular and the Muslim world,
in general is a victim of all kind of
terrorism, be it ethno nationalism
or religious radicalization.

war and misery; after eighty years
of constant wars in Europe, the
peace of Westphalia was signed
in 1648 .
This treaty, for the first time,
endorsed the right of a state to its
sovereignty, freedom of choice to
its people, and non-intervention of
one state in the internal affairs of
another state. But this peace did
not exactly match the hegemonic
spirit of many nations, although
now warped in secularized
humanism and democratic
capitalism.
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Aafter eighty years of
constant wars in Europe,
the peace of Westphalia
was signed in 1648.
As the states began to define their
boundaries, and direct intervention
was barred by this treaty, the
trend of secret espionage and
covert interference started on a
steady rise, to the limit that spy
agencies had to be an integral
part of all sophisticated nations,
oblivious to the fact that espionage

Non- State Actors,
Cultural Terrorism
and 4GW
Although terror has been used
throughout the history of mankind
as a means to establish domestic
and in-tribe control, religion had
always been a force that resisted
it, granting the notion of equality,
love, and instilling fear of God
in humanity. Only when the
western civilization entered the
post renaissance era, and the
theorization of knowledge started
increasing at exponential rates,
the West finally realize that they
had gone too far with despotism,

Pakistan, in particular
and the Muslim world,
in general is a victim of
all kind of terrorism, be
it ethno nationalism or
religious radicalization.
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This effect of terrorism
has been intensified by
using media machines,
which play as a front of
the terrorist brigade that
keeps the nation engaged
in depressive arguments
and non-issues.
is essentially a moral dishonesty,
and should be limited to extreme
requirement; it was made the
prime focal point for all strategic
planning and engagements, and
foreign policy matters.
In modern history Terrorism
became a re-invented tool for one
state to intervene in the matters of
another, wherein spies eliminated
unwanted targets of the opponent
state, penetrated its institutions,
stole their secrets and jeopardized
its activities; furthermore falseflag operations were conducted
to make way for major strategic
advances. All this accumulated
into the idea of 4th-generation
warfare, wherein emphasis was
laid in developing techniques, and
whereby the target country would
be conquered by depending least
upon direct battle, and more upon
psychological techniques.
Although the idea of 4GW was
discussed and coined in late
80s, but regionally this tactic was
used by India against Pakistan
in the 1971 conflict, where a
terrorist outfit, Mukti Bahani was
created and the lines between
clear war and peace, political
and non-political motives, truth
and falsehood, combatants and
civilians were blurred. Terrorists
carried out their operations, and
state institutions were in confusion
about the real enemy, to the point,
that they lost their half of the
country.
Similarly, terrorist organizations
that took birth from the internal
conflict of a country are often
exploited by the external enemies
of any opponent nation. The idea
of 4GW encompasses the cultural,

psychological and physical
terrorism by individuals and
organizations. From the use of soft
power to the steady rise of psyops, 4th Generation of warfare has
been used, deployed and results
have been orchestrated. Story
tellers crafted the faces of nations
as per their desires.
To carry the message of terrorism
far and wide in the land, psy-ops
play the most important role. The
tactical brilliance used by terrorists
in this field is a case study of
intelligence and perception
management. This effect of
terrorism has been intensified by
using media machines, which play
as a front of the terrorist brigade

All this accumulated into
the idea of 4th-generation
warfare, wherein
emphasis was laid in
developing techniques,
and whereby the target
country would be
conquered by depending
least upon direct
battle, and more upon
psychological techniques.

This treaty, for the first
time, endorsed the
right of a state to its
sovereignty, freedom
of choice to its people,
and non-intervention of
one state in the internal
affairs of another state.
But this peace did
not exactly match the
hegemonic spirit of many
nations, although now
warped in secularized
humanism and
democratic capitalism.
that keeps the nation engaged in
depressive arguments and nonissues. From Yugoslavia to Iraq
to Libya and Pakistan, terrorism
through its hard and soft powers
damaged the nation’s will. Some
fell, some remained resilient, and
now the evolution of terrorism
is turning a new page of history,
by entering into the arena of 5th
generation warfare!
This evolution in the world
of warfare has been used to
its full extent by the terrorist
organizations, their handlers and
operators, details of which will be
given in the forthcoming chapters.
The point, however, to be taken
here is the similarity between
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pre and post-modern terrorists
and their methodologies. It is the
key to counter a specific outfit,
organization or individual.

Salman Javed
is Director Stratagem.
Devising counter
narratives against
radicalised ideas
is his main area of
specialization. He
can be reached at
sj@stratagem.pk
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by Jawad Falak

SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT

KHALISTAN:
FROM PAST TO PRESENT

The Singh Sabha movement made a deep impact on Sikh psyche. The Sikh identity itself was
under threat, unlike the military danger against the community by the Mughal Empire. This time
the targets were the core beliefs of Khalsa and the Punjabi language.

T

he Subcontinent known
as South Asia has huge
diversity
in
religious
groups. Taken together,
South Asia as a region could be
said to have the largest population
of Muslims in the world. However,
there are other religious groups
in India such as the Christians
as well as indigenous religions
that originated in South Asia
namely
Hinduism,
Jainism,
Buddhism and Sikhism. Although
indigenous
religions
are
connected through the history of
South Asia, they constitute a wide
range of religious communities,
and are not confined to the Indian
subcontinent.
The adherents of Sikhism, known
as Sikhs (Sanskrit for Disciples or
students) whose male members
are noticeable by their intricate
and unique turbans, comprise
about 2% of the Indian population.
A sizeable population is also
found in Pakistan. Globally, there

are estimated to be 25.8 million
Sikhs, of which an approximate
75% live in the Punjab, constituting
60% of the state’s population.
Large communities of Sikhs live
in the neighboring states such as
Indian State of Haryana which is
home to the second largest Sikh
population in India with 1.1 million
Sikhs as per 2001 census, and
large communities of Sikhs can
be found across India.
The initiated Sikhs also called
Amritdhari refer themselves as
a collective body known as the
Khalsa. There is a lot of debate by
scholars what this word means;
some assert it means sovereign/
free, while others contend it
means Pure/Genuine. Some
propose it means, “God’s own”.
As it can be ascertained that
with a global population Sikhism
has become an international
religion, however, it has faced
and continues to face a set of
problems like all major religions.

The most prominent has been the
quest for a Sikh state culminating
into the demand of Khalistan in
the current era.

The Start of the Khalsa
Sikhism is reported to be founded
at around the time of Babur’s
invasion of South Asia. Although
the early Mughal emperors had
peaceful relations with the Sikh
Gurus, the Sikhs started facing
religious persecution during the
reign of Jahangir. Guru Arjan
Dev, the fifth Guru, was arrested
and executed by Emperor
Jahangir in 1606.His successor
Guru Hargobind formally started
the militarization of the Sikhs.
In 1675, Guru Tegh Bahadur,
the ninth Guru of the Sikhs was
executed by the Mughal emperor
Aurangzeb, and in 1699, his
son and the tenth Guru, Gobind
Singh formed the Khalsa on 30th
March. This new organization
was to result in the creation of
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On 21st November 1949, during the review of the draft of
the Indian constitution, Hukam Singh - a Sikh representative,
declared to the constituent Assembly that the “Sikhs could not
agree to the constitution of India.
the Sikh Kingdom in 1799.
Formed by the legendary Ranjit
Singh, this empire was to face its
downfall at the end of the Second
Anglo-Sikh war. It is contended,
that the formation of the Khalsa
is perhaps the greatest event
in the history of Sikhism, as it
consolidated the faith as a distinct
and separate religion from other
religions like Hinduism and not
just another reform movement.

effort, which could be mirrored in
a similar endeavor by Sir Syed
Ahmed Khan for the Muslims,
was to create institutions which
would
strengthen
Sikhism.
Efforts were at last succeeded
with the formation of Khalsa
College Amritsar which opened
on October 22, 1893.
The Sikhs and the Muslims
had
unsuccessfully
claimed
separate representation for their

During the British Raj,
the separate Sikh
identity was to assert
itself. The first major
threat to be faced by
the Khalsa was Hindu
reform movements.
The particular Arya
Samaj movement was
zealously working all
over India and the
Punjab to reduce
non Hindus that also
included Sikhs.
This
menace
made Sikhs only
reaffirm their values, and also
become aware of their cultural
shortcomings. The Singh Sabha
movement made a deep impact
on Sikh psyche. The Sikh identity
itself was under threat, unlike
the military danger against
the community by the Mughal
Empire. This time the targets
were the core beliefs of Khalsa
and the Punjabi language. Until
then the Sikhs had been mainly
deployed in the British Army, and
a relatively few working in other
fields like law and medicine, but
these select few had to study in
an environment which often led
them to abandoning their religious
practices. Therefore the Sikh

communities in the Morley-Minto
Reforms of 1909. The proposal
of a Muslim majority state in the
form of Pakistan was opposed by
many Sikhs. The term Khalistan
was coined by the Sikh leader Dr.
Vir Singh Bhatti in March 1940
and called for a Sikh country in
the pamphlet called Khalistan, in
reaction to the Muslim League’s
Lahore Resolution. His proposal
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was founded on the conjecture
that Pakistan, containing Sikhinhabited territories, would be an
Islamic theocratic state and by
default inhospitable to Sikhism.
The proposed Khalistan territory
included portions of present-day
Indian Punjab, Pakistani Punjab
(including Lahore) & the Simla Hill
States, and was to be established
as a theocratic state led by the
Maharaja of Patiala with the aid
of a cabinet consisting of the
representatives of other units.
In
the
1940s,
Mohandas
Karamchand
Gandhi
stated
that a resolution was adopted
by the Congress to satisfy the
Sikh
community.
Jawaharlal
Nehru
reiterated
Gandhi’s
assurance to the
Sikhs at the All India
Congress Committee
meeting in Calcutta
in 1946, and gave a
guarantee to the Sikhs
that they would be
allowed to function as
a semi-autonomous
unit
within
the
newly formed India.
However, during a
press
conference
on 10th July 1946
in Bombay, Nehru
declared that the Congress may
“change or modify” the federal
arrangement agreed upon for
independent India for “”the
betterment towards a united India”
This assertion caused massive
outrage particularly among the
Sikhs. On 21st November 1949,
during the review of the draft of the
Indian constitution, Hukam Singh
- a Sikh representative, declared

The Indian government was wary of such a step as it would
in effect create a Sikh majority state. Attempts were made to
create rifts between the Punjabi Hindus and Sikhs by several
Indian factions to weaken this demand.
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to the constituent Assembly that
the “Sikhs could not agree to the
constitution of India”

From Partition to Blue
Star
After the formation Of Pakistan
and India in 1947, there was
massive deviation in the Sikh
population on both sides of the
border. The Sikh population
increased in India mainly in
the Indian Punjab. In 1947, a
dismissed Sikh civil officer Kapur
Singh asserted that Nehru had

According to Sikh activists,
Punjab remains the only
state in India to have a
shared capital and no
control over its natural
resources, water and
electricity.
issued directives to treat the
Sikhs as a “criminal tribe”. This
claim was supported by Sikh
factions, preeminently the Akali
Dal - a political party.
The Akali Dal also initiated the
“Punjabi Suba” movement in
order to create a province for
the Punjabi speaking population.
On the other hand, the Akali
Dal officially never insisted for
an independent country for the
Sikh nation, and at times, overtly
opposed it. However, the issues
raised during the Punjabi Suba
movement would linger on to
drive the support for a separate
Sikh country.
The foremost was the matter of
linguistics; the Punjabi language
is an essential component of the
Sikh faith. Punjabi was also the
primary language of the Punjabi
Hindus. However, the Indian
government was wary of such a
step as it would in effect create
a Sikh majority state. Attempts

were made to create rifts
between the Punjabi Hindus and
Sikhs by several Indian factions
to weaken this demand. The
case for creating a Punjabi Suba
case was presented to the States
Reorganization
Commission,
established in 1955. The States
Reorganization
Commission,
not recognizing Punjabi as a
language that was grammatically
very distinct from Hindi, rejected
the demand for a Punjabi state.
Finally, in September 1966,
the Indira Gandhi-led Union
Government
accepted
the
demand, and provincial territorial
reorganization took place as per
the Punjab Reorganization Act.
Until 1966, Punjab was a Hindu
majority state (63.7%). But during
the linguistic partition, the Hindumajority districts were removed
from the state. Chandigarh, the
planned city built to replace

Punjab’s pre-partition capital
Lahore, was claimed by both
Haryana and Punjab. Pending
resolution of the dispute, it was
declared as a separate Union
Territory which would serve as
the capital of both the states.
Another major factor was the
dispute over the water shares
from the three rivers of Punjab:
Sutlej, Beas and Ravi. After the
reorganization, the Haryana
province was given a share in the
Ravi River but Punjab was denied
the Yamuna River. According to
Sikh activists, Punjab remains
the only state in India to have
a shared capital and no control
over its natural resources, water
and electricity. The issue of state
brutality on peaceful democratic
processions like the invasion
and despoiling of the Harminder
Singh site in 1955 also had a
huge impact on Sikh nationalism.
Stratagem | September 2015
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But perhaps the most significant
factor has been the clause in the
Indian constitution that considers
Sikhism as a part of Hinduism
which is seen by many Sikhs as
the greatest threat to their faith
and identity.
The Akali Dal led a series of
peaceful mass demonstrations
to present its grievances to
the central government. The
demands of the Akali Dal were
based on the Anandpur Sahib
Resolution, which was adopted
by the party in October 1973 to
raise specific political, economic
and social issues. The major
motivation behind the resolution
was the safeguarding of the
Sikh identity by securing a state
structure that was decentralized,
with non-interference from the
central government.

happen that would ignite the
flame for Khalistan. The assault
on Darbar Sahib, popularly
known as the Golden Temple
(the holiest of Sikh temples) by
the Indian military forces using
tanks and artillery - known
as Operation Blue Star was
conducted in order to evict a
group of armed pro-Khalistan
activists from the temple – a claim
that remains controversial to this

According to the Indian Army, 136
army personnel were killed and
249 injured. In all, 493 people in
the complex were killed including
Bhindranwale and 86 injured;
the government report also
mentions that 1600 people were
unaccounted for, though it does
not state what fraction were killed
or injured. Unofficial figures go
well into the thousands. Massive
human right violations by Indian

Recent reports clearly
indicate a rise in the proKhalistan sentiments
among the Sikh Diaspora
overseas, which can
revive the independence
movement.

Army personnel took place like
gunning down of prisoners and
burning & looting of the Sikh
Reference Library.

While the Akali Dal tried to remain
in the national fiber of India, other
Sikh leaders like Jagjit Singh
Chauhan pursued the case
for an independent Sikh state.
Chauhan set up a network of
pro Independence Sikh groups
in Canada, UK and the USA,
and called for the formation of
Khalistan made up of Punjab,
Himachal, Haryana and parts of
Rajasthan.
During this time, an increasingly
apprehensive
Congress
movement was perturbed both
by the growing sway of the Akali
Dal (its main rival in the Indian
Punjab) as well as the rise of
a Sikh religious leader Jarnail
Singh Bhindranwale who called
for more empowerment of the
Sikhs. A list of attacks attributed to
Bhindranwale by the government
but never substantiated by proof,
finally gave New Delhi the excuse
to impose an emergency in
October 1983.
In June 1984, an event would

day with prominent politicians
like Subramian Swamy asserting
that this was a disinformation
campaign to legitimize the attack.
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Retaliation by some Sikhs came
in the way of the assassination of
Indira Gandhi by her bodyguards,
Satwant Singh and Beant Singh.
This act triggered the anti Sikh
riots of 1984, which has been
reported to be a planned pogrom
by the Congress against the

SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT

Recent reports clearly
indicate a rise in the proKhalistan sentiments
among the Sikh Diaspora
overseas, which can
revive the independence
movement.
Sikhs. This wholesale slaughter,
which led to the deaths of many
Sikhs including entire families,
has been widely condemned by
human rights activists, and has
been designated as genocide by
the California State Assembly.
The army occupation of Punjab
which followed Operation Blue
Star was highly detrimental to
the Sikhs. Mass human rights
violations like torture, extra judicial
murders, rapes, illegal detentions,
forced disappearances were
inflicted upon the Sikh community
by the Indian authorities to
subdue resistance. Sikh groups
resisted through an armed
insurgency, which carried on
for decades; the last militant
incident happened with the
death of Punjab Chief Minister
Beant Singh. After that, while the
militant activities of Khalistani
groups decreased, there seemed
to be a strengthening of financial
and political support for Khalistan
in the global Sikh diaspora. It
was during this time that Indian
authorizes started claiming that
Khalistan had come to an end.

Khalistan 2020:
The new wave
Apparently,
the germination of the idea of
Khalistan in the expatriate Sikh
community is coming to full
bloom. There is a strong sense
of attachment among Sikhs to
their culture and religion despite
residing outside of India. There is
an unrelenting demand for justice
for the Sikh victims of Indian state

oppression. In several aspects,
the Sikh Diaspora is seen as the
main driving force for the creation
of Khalistan. Recent reports
clearly indicate a rise in the proKhalistan sentiments among the
Sikh Diaspora overseas, which
can revive the independence
movement.
Most of this sentiment is diverted
to political non violent measures to
attain Khalistan like lobbying and
demonstrations. India complained
to the USA about the role of proKhalistan elements in the launch
of a Sikh Congressional Caucus
inside the US itself. According
to India’s intelligence agency
Research and Analysis Wing,
Sikh resurgence is imminent,
given the increased activities
of Pro Khalistan organizations
globally, allegedly in countries
such as Germany, UK, France,
US, Pakistan and Malaysia.
Protests have been held globally
from Germany to San Francisco
with as many as 10000 people
attending these protests.
One of the main thrusts of the
campaign is to hold an unofficial
referendum by 2020 and to follow
action in light of the results.
The referendum asks Sikhs
living across the world to build a
consensus in favor of Khalistan,
and sign a declaration for the
formation of a sovereign and
independent country in “Indiaoccupied Punjab” on the basis
that Sikhs are the indigenous
people of Punjab, have a historical
homeland, having a separate
religion, and therefore have the
right to self-determination. This
is to be conducted under article
1 of the charter of the United
Nations and will pave the way for
UN intervention to set up a Sikh
state.
Inside India there are signs
of the revival of the Khalistan
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movement. Particularly ProKhalistan slogans were raised in
Punjab on the 31st anniversary of
Operation Blue Star, which led to
the detention of 25 Sikh youth by
the police. Pro-Khalistan slogans
were also raised at a function
hosting Punjab CM Parkash
Singh Badal, as well as during a
meeting between human rights
activist Surat Singh Khalsa, who
is on a death fast for political
prisoners, and Simranjeet Singh
Mann - the president of Shiromani
Akali Dal, which advocates
democratic procedure for the
formation of Khalistan. Reports
made to Indian authorities
allege that the 2015 Gurdaspur
attacks were part of a widening
Khalistan revival. In Indian
occupied Kashmir there has been
confirmation of Sikh and Kashmir
independence activists working
together.

Conclusion
It can be concluded that like all
major religions, the Sikhs are
also embroiled in a struggle
for nationhood that would end
the threat of assimilation into
Hinduism for them. Their struggle
can be mirrored in the Pakistan
movement which was initiated
by Muslims who faced the same
peril. While the formation of
Khalistan may seem improbable
now, future events and course of
action are the factors, which will
decide the faith of the struggle for
a Sikh state.
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AT DAGGERS DRAWN:

Comparing India & Pakistan
War Capabilities

Geostrategy
Introduction:

I

ndia and Pakistan have
been at loggerheads
on the Kashmir issue
since their independence
from the British Raj in 1947.
After the independence and
the partition of the Indian
subcontinent into two countries,
Pakistan chose to be an Islamic
republic and aligned with the USA
in the Cold War, India on the other
hand, chose to remain politically
neutral and opted for a democratic
government while keeping military
ties with former-USSR. These choices
turned out to be the turning points in
the political and military future of both
these countries.
India and Pakistan have long engaged in
four wars, including one undeclared war, as
well as many border skirmishes and military
stand-offs due to a territorial dispute in the
Kashmir region. Originally, the conflict began
when the subcontinent was divided after World War II
for the sole purpose of separating Muslims from the
Hindus. However, this division was not as effective
as it was foreseen, and the long and bloody series
of the Indo-Pakistani conflicts began.
by Osama Khurshid
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Analysis of Indian Capabilities
and Strengths:
Today, the border between India and Pakistan is
relatively quiet, but the conflict between the two
countries is far from over. In almost all aspects, India
holds the upper hand; numerically, technologically,
and economically, India is significantly superior to
Pakistan. India is the world's second largest importer
of arms and weapons from a variety of contractors
and manufacturers including the US, UK, China,
Russia, and several others. New Delhi does not shy
away from spending billions of dollars from its coffers
in order to bulk up its armed forces.
It has recently concluded a deal with France for the
acquisition of top-of-the-line fighters, the Rafale. At
the same time, it is also striking deals with Israel for
the development of missile defense systems like the
effective Israeli Iron Dome Shield. For almost two
decades, India has sought to develop and deploy
ballistic and other missiles. User trials of the Prithvi-1
(150 km-range) and Prithvi-2 (250 km-range) ballistic
missiles have been completed; both variants have
been "inducted" into the Indian Army and Air Force
respectively.
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India is the world's second largest importer of
arms and weapons from a variety of contractors
and manufacturers including the US, UK, China,
Russia, and several others. New Delhi does not
shy away from spending billions of dollars from
its coffers in order to bulk up its armed forces.

1962; Indian defense spending was limited. Post
1962 Indo-China war, defense spending gradually
rose from 2.1 percent of the GNP in fiscal year
(FY) 1962 to 4.5 percent in FY 1964. In FY 1994,
defense spending was slightly less than 5 percent
of the GDP. Gradually there was a rapid increase
noticed in Indian Defense Budget. In 2008-09, there
was a 10.00 percent increase, in 2009-10, 34.19
percent increase, in 2011-12 there was 11.59 percent
increase and in 2012-13, a 17.63 percent increase.

One of the main policies of India in recent years is to
strengthen its national power by raising a formidable
military force. Thus, India has to increase its defense
budget, adopt a new war doctrine and purchase
plentiful technologically advanced armaments. All
of these measures have been manifested and seen
as a threat to her neighbors specially Pakistan. This
is likely to result in subduing her neighboring states,
through threat or actual use of force in future.

Indian Defense Budget:
India has been constantly increasing her defense
budget over the last two decades. This trend is
worrisome and poses a serious threat to the security
and integrity of not only her neighboring countries but
also to the entire region of South Asia. India, being
a huge country with a population of 1.3 billion and
an area of 3.28 million square meters, is aspirant to
become a super power. Keeping in view the Indian
belligerent intentions against its neighbors, especially
Pakistan and China, and a constant increase in its
defense budget since the last 10-15 years, Pakistan
is required to devise a mechanism in collaboration
with other neighboring countries to combat this
menace.
However recapping the Indian defense budget until
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Keeping in view the Indian belligerent
intentions against its neighbors, especially
Pakistan and China, and a constant increase in
its defense budget since the last 10-15 years,
Pakistan is required to devise a mechanism
in collaboration with other neighboring
countries to combat this menace.
A 9.98 percent upsurge was noted in the fiscal year
2014-15. India has announced a $40 billion defense
budget for 2015-16, representing a 7.9 percent rise
over the allocation of 2014-15.
There are various reasons for such increase in
defense budget by India. In this milieu, an influential
reason is the regional trend of increasing defense
budget as China did in the past years. Most likely
the second reason is the Indian projection of regional
hegemony and in order to attain the desired status
India needs a powerful defense expedited with
modern technology. The final and most important
reason for an escalation in the defense budget of
India is to balance out the Chinese Forces and
discredit Pakistan’s Conventional Forces.

C o m pa r i s o n o f I n d i a-Pa k
Defense Budget:
Being an existential threat to Pakistan’s territorial
integrity, India’s defense expenditure cannot be
seen in isolation. There has remained a palpable
difference between the defense expenditures of India
and Pakistan with India spending huge sums on its
defense. In the FY 2014-2015 India spent about
USD 37 billion on its armed forces as compared
to Pakistan’s defense budget of USD 6.27 billion.
Disparity cannot only be seen in the defense
expenditures but also in India’s defense allocation,
which is multiplying with each passing year. This
does not however mean that Pakistan should follow
the course and engage itself in an ambitious arms
race, it means that it should not ignore the Indian
developments at the expense of its sacrosanct core
national interests.
Pakistan is militarily much weaker than India, and
would likely lose in any conventional war. Like North
Korea, Pakistan is a weak state that invested in
nuclear weapons as an inexpensive way to assure
territorial integrity. An invasion of Pakistan is now
likely to be extremely dangerous and one of the surest
ways to a nuclear war. In that respect, Pakistan’s
nuclear program can be considered a success.
On the other hand, Pakistan does have a respectable
Stratagem | September 2015

37$ Billion

6.27$ Billion

2014-2015
In the FY 2014-2015 India spent about USD
37 billion on its armed forces as compared to
Pakistan’s defense budget of USD 6.27 billion.
Disparity cannot only be seen in the defense
expenditures but also in India’s defense
allocation, which is multiplying with each
passing year.
military. The Operation Rah-e-Nijat, Operation Rahe-Rast and Operation Zarb e Azab drove away the
seemingly powerful Taliban forces from its rural
strongholds, further highlighting to the world that
Pakistan is no nation to reckon with. However, in
a toe-to-toe conflict with India, Pakistan will surely
succumb to the aforementioned superiority of the
former, if not of the latter’s nuclear deterrence.

Potential of Pakistan's
Defense:
Our armed forces are fit for purpose. Pakistan is not
planning an occupation of India; Pakistan plans to
keep Pakistan free. The size of the armed forces
is proportional. Today, our troops have the same

GEOSTRATEGY
equipment as any armed forces around the world.
We've completed upgrades of old tanks, inducted
the cutting edge Al Khalid, in huge figures. They are
supported with APCs (armored personnel carrier)
and IFVs (infantry fighting vehicle), they fight as an
integrated unit with the PAF and have over 10 years
combat experience.
The upgrade to PAF is massive. Our best fighter
was F16A/B without Beyond Visual Range (BVR)
missile system or spare parts in 2001. Our focus was
re-equipping F-7s and keeping Mirage fighters from
the 60s in the air by cannibalizing parts from around
the world. Today we have 4th generation fighters in
form of JF17, F-16 (a much larger fleet) and J-10
(coming soon). Our concern now is inducting 5th
Generation fighters. We have force multipliers like
AWACS, we can fire cruise missiles, like in 2001
when we were speculating whether the PAF had any
planes equipped to drop nuclear bombs by tossing.
Pakistan Navy has four state of the art submarines
and surface vessels. We are hoping to acquire
another 6 submarines this year. Our navy can target
and reach Indian navy vessels with cruise missiles
which have a 500km range; in 2001 our vessels
couldn't even detect that far. Our combat reach was
150KM of the harpoon and Exocet missiles.
Our strategic forces have developed too. We have
more nuclear bombs than India; we have miniaturized
them for battlefield use and have cruise missiles as
well as a range of ballistic missiles. There is not a
corner of India we cannot reach.
Moreover discussing Defense Corporation with
USA, this year The United States handed over 14
combat aircraft, 59 military trainer jets and 374
armored personnel carriers which were earlier used
in Afghanistan and Iran. But Pakistan should not put
all balls in one basket. Pakistan should also strike
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The United States handed over 14 combat
aircraft, 59 military trainer jets and 374
armored personnel carriers which were
earlier used in Afghanistan and Iran. But
Pakistan should not put all balls in one basket.
Pakistan should also strike deals with Russia
and other countries and most importantly
Pakistan should focus on its indigenous policy
through which Pakistan can make its own
military hardware.
deals with Russia and other countries and most
importantly Pakistan should focus on its indigenous
policy through which Pakistan can make its own
military hardware.
Pakistan has lost 50,000 plus lives to terrorism, every
province is hit. The war on terror has sabotaged
our economy, infrastructure has been wiped out‚
lawlessness has become inevitable and there is
scarcity of basic necessities. Yet every day markets
and mosques are open, we march forward each day
head up high. This is the potential of Pakistan, the
bravest nation on this planet.

Conclusion:
India is a large country and a huge market with
considerable potential for growth. But it can realize its
potential only if it can overcome the multiple political
and social challenges it confronts internally.
Seventy years since independence, secular
democracy has not succeeded in overcoming India’s
caste, class, religious and ethnic divisions.
As far as economy and internal infrastructure are
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India wants unconditional US support against
Pakistan. Given the US need for Pakistan’s
cooperation in Afghanistan and to fight
terrorism, Washington is unlikely, at least in
the near term, to risk a break with Pakistan
to accommodate India, unless India fully
endorses America’s strategic objectives.
For instance, the US wants India to join it in containing
China, support its policies on Afghanistan, Iran
and other issues as well as open its market for US
exports and investment. India remains reluctant to
compromise its relations with Russia or Iran or, so
far, to confront China overtly.
For its part, India wants unconditional US support
against Pakistan. Given the US need for Pakistan’s
cooperation in Afghanistan and to fight terrorism,
Washington is unlikely, at least in the near term, to risk
a break with Pakistan to accommodate India, unless
India fully endorses America’s strategic objectives.
On the other side India will find it impossible to
repress Pakistan into accepting India’s regional
domination. Once Pakistan-Afghan relations are fully
normalized, India will lose its principle avenue for
waging its apparent shadow war against Pakistan
through the Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan and the
Balochistan Liberation Army. On the other hand,
as the BJP’s Hindu extremists antagonize Kashmiri
Muslims, India’s Achilles’ heel will once again be fully
exposed.

concerned unlike China, the Indian government,
running large budget deficits, does not have the money
to finance the construction of vital infrastructure ports,
roads, railways, which can generate jobs resulting
in growth, creating the foundation for domestic and
foreign private investment. Infrastructure development
cannot be left to the private sector which can at best
complement government spending and leadership
but not replace it.
Power relationships are, in their essence, a zero
sum game. India’s proclivity is to profit from each
relationship but refuses to pay the costs involved in
sustaining these relationships.
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Nor is Pakistan likely to be financially overwhelmed
or strategically intimidated by India’s massive arms
build-up. It will acquire defensive capabilities cheaply
from China and possibly Russia. In any case, India
appears to be arming itself for the wrong war. The
next India-Pakistan war, if allowed to happen, will be
fought not so much with aircraft, tanks or ships, but
mostly with missiles. Such a war will be short and
destructive and most likely escalate to the nuclear
level.
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